BPCA MISSION: Preservation of Lake Onalaska and the Black River Bottoms
Minutes of the August 27, 2008 BPCA Meeting
The meeting was called to order and chaired by Leif Marking. Minutes of the July meeting were approved as distributed and the treasurer’s report was accepted.
We had no guest speaker, but instead we watched a video called “King of the Ducks” which shows how to identify canvasbacks. A motion was made and carried that a link to this video would be made on the BPCA website.
The new “Welcome to Brice Prairie” sign that Lori Stiers drew and painted was unveiled. The original will reside in the clubhouse and a banner (digital image of the original ($198 + $20 set-up fee)) will be place on the corner of CTH Z and ZN.  In case of vandalism, only the banner will be ruined. 
Purple loosestrife is starting to make a come back in the area along CTH Z by the bike trail.

Wood duck house work days are 4 pm - ? on Sep 3rd and Sep 4th.  Folks from Johnson controls will be here using a plasma cutter to cut the canisters
Duck nesting along Cormorant Island is getting hit by predators. We need to purchase some trail camera to see what exactly is preying on duck eggs.
Bluebird report to date shows poor results on the second nesting. Young birds are dying for no reasons. So far west nile virus has been ruled out.  Jerry Davis, a former writer for the La Crosse Tribune recently wrote a great article on bluebirds and bluebird houses and the good work done by BPCA and BRAW.
There is just a small amount of caulking that needs to be done on the clubhouse then we are finished with this project.  Ron Page said he would finish it up. Thanks Ron. 
The biking race committee would like to store the signs for the event in the storage shed at BPCA. Fred Craig has some ideas on constructing storage space in the metal pole building.
Someone suggested that we will need to get a converter box once all the TV channels go digital. Gail Filzen presented BPCA with the converter box she picked up from Walmart.
We need to pick a day to move the emergency shelter. A Saturday morning would be best, preferably before duck hunting.
We will look at the September or October board meeting as a time to clean up the bike trail.

A motion was made and carried to start the process of applying to the La Crosse Community Foundation on a quarterly basis for such projects as plasma cutter, wood duck hardware and steel, etc.
A motion was made and carried to have BPCA donate $50 to the La Crosse County Conservation Alliance for the making of a brochure on how to identify canvasbacks because this year there is no season on canvasbacks.

We must get with contact with Dick Hellerude to get the new furnace so it can be installed soon.

Get with Dick Marco if you are interested in entering the Big Buck/ Big Doe contest.

Lunch was provided by Alan & Cathy Daus. Lunch for September is provided by John Wetzel.
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